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This week’s community profile: Shawano 


He likes it here: Mitch Meyers of Shawano takes a talk about what he calls the “nice lifestyle’' in his 
break from his upholstery business in his home to favorite community — Shawano. 












Bypass expected to lure people 


By Gary Dodge 


The Shawano file 


Press-Gazette 

SHAWANO — Residents here hope a 
Wisconsin 29 bypass will help the city be¬ 
come Green Bay’s bedroom community. 

"We’re looking for consistent, steady 
growth,” Mayor Lee Schrader says. 

The proposed bypass is south of 
Shawano. The Department of Transpor¬ 
tation wants to upgrade the highway 
from Wausau to the Brown County line. 

People will be attracted to the city, 
about 30 miles west of Green Bay, be- 

_ cause the bv- 

Press-Gazette photos pass will make 

by Joan Gutherldge travel easier, 

- he says. 

Schrader says they also will be drawn 
to the city for two other reasons: Proper¬ 
ty taxes have remained stable the past 10 
years and the city is close to outdoor rec¬ 
reational opportunities the Wolf River 

and Shawano Lake. 

"When they put the bypass here, peo¬ 
ple will move here,” Mitch Meyers, 62, 
says while building a chair in his work¬ 
shop filled with wood, tools and sawdust. 

"They want to get out of the city,” he 
says as he shows a home he’s building for 
himself on River Bend Road. His house 
overlooks a frozen Wolf River. 

"It alway§ surprises me that people 
don’t realize what they have here,” he 
says. "We have a nice lifestyle. W’e’re not 
rich; We’re not poor.” 

Meyers, who moved to Shawano from 
Chicago in 1961, says area people also 
take for granted opportunities to hunt, 
fish and trap. 

"What I like about Shawano is that it 
has a great potential to grow, but I don’t 
want to see it grow," Meyers says. 


□ Population: Between 7,500 and 
7,600 (estimated by Mayor Lee L 
Schrader). 

□ Rebuilding downtown: With most $ 
new commercial development on g 
the city's east side, the city is trying 

to revitalize its downtown. It has _ 
hired Michael Ascher, 44, as down¬ 
town manager. He’s planning pro¬ 
motions to bring shoppers back to the 
109 shops on Main Street. 

Ascher maintains that Shawano's 
downtown is not dead: "Our small busi¬ 
nesses are very successful.” 

□ Highways: Main routes include Wis¬ 
consin 29, 47, 55 and 22. 


Shawano 


Green Bayi 


□ German ancestry: The lumber in¬ 
dustry dominated the Shawano area 
in the 1840s, Schrader says After the 
white and yellow pines were cut, land 
developers promoted the area in Eu¬ 
rope, particularly Germany, for farm¬ 
ing. 


toward anyone.” 

Retiring city Clerk-Treasurer Rosella 
Gartzke, 63, says it’s a good place to raise 
children. She has six grown children. 

"You can’t ask for more in a small com¬ 
munity that a larger community pro¬ 
vides.” she says. 

Shawano-Gresham School District res¬ 
idents support education and other 
school programs, Superintendent Fred 
Davel says. 

For example, volunteers raised $75,000 
to send a choir to Carnegie Hall in New 
York. 

The school system reflects the commu¬ 
nity, Davel says. 

"Very frequently, we have people con¬ 
tact us who are thinking of moving to 
Shawano. Our students do verv well.” 


The community grew slowly after a 
priest established a mission in the 1600s, 
Schrader says. 

It took until 1871 before it progressed 
from a mission to a village, he says. When 
the village became a city in 1874, its popu¬ 
lation was 2,000 to 3,000. It grew by about 
5,000 over the next 120 years. 

Its name is derived from an American 
Indian word meaning either "to the 
south” or "to the east.” Various bands of 
Indian tribes traveled to Shawano Lake 
to gather wild rice. 

The Menominee Indian Reservation is 
five miles north of the city. 

Racial tensions that existed when Mey¬ 
ers moved to Shawano 30 years ago have 
lessened because residents of both com¬ 
munities know each other better, he says. 

"You have people that get along with 
the Indian population and others who 
don’t,” Meyers says. ”1 have no animosity 


■ Next week: New Franken in Brown 
County 


Shawano talk: At left, Mayor Above, Fred Davel, Shawano- 
Lee Schrader sits in his City Gresham School superinten- 
Hall office showing a doll that dent, talks about Shawano's 
was made to look like him. attributes in his office. 








